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Introduction

In December 20, 2015, Isfahan was awarded the
membership of the Creative Cities Network by
United Nations Educational, Scientificand Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO). “A LOOK AT CREATIVE
CITY” introduces the theoretical backgrounds of
creativity and creative cities, shows why and how
creative city concept was developed, and finally,
describes the duties and responsibilities of the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) mem-
bers. The Creative City concept was introduced
more than three decades ago; but after two
Iranian cities joined UCCN, the subject gained
recognition and has become a hot topic in the
country.

The philosophical foundation of creative city
concept rests on the belief that cities always
have more to give than what we can imagine. For
a city to be considered creative, firstly it must be
an attractive place for citizens (especially youth)
to work and live in. Fulfilling that prerequisite
makes the way for cultural and creative indus-
tries to help the economy to flourish. In an in-
creasingly globalizing world, shaping a unique
cultural identity is a value to be respected, and
by highlighting significant symbols of a city, the
creative city concept can increase the identity
and uniqueness of a city.
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